Lance Corporal George William LONGBOTTOM

Service No. 8986

Died 29 September 1915 aged 25

1st Bn. York & Lancaster Regiment

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, 
Remembered on the War Memorial at Bishopton, County Durham and on the gravestone of his brother, Leonard, in the churchyard at St. Peter’s, Bishopton. 
George was born in Escrick, Yorkshire in 1890, the eldest son of George and Annie Elizabeth Longbottom.  A year later the 1891 Census records the family living at Newthorpe, Tadcaster where his father was a farm labourer. 

The 1901 Census shows him living with his parents at the Blue Bell Inn, Thorpe Audlin, near Hemsworth (West Riding). His father was aged 43 and gave his occupation as “horseman on a farm”. His siblings were Mary (12), Alfred (9), Lilian (1) as well as his younger brother Leonard (3) – whose own later war service is described below. 

The 1911 Census records the family as living at 4 Georgina Terrace, Tees Bridge, Stockton, which was in the Bowesfield area adjoining the former Tees Bridge Iron Works.  George is not listed in the 1911 Census Return because by then he was in the Regular Army, having enlisted on 28th November 1907 in the 1st Bn York & Lancaster Regiment at Richmond.  He was posted to France on 9 September 1914 and was promoted to Lance Corporal on 13 November 1914.  

On 26 September 1914, just over two weeks after going to France, he received a bullet wound in his right shoulder and was transferred back to England about a week later.  In May 1915 he returned to his unit in France but was later reported as “Missing believed K in A” on 29 September 1915 during the Battle of Loos.  
As a “Regular” in the Army who went to France with the British Expeditionary Force on 9 September 1914 George was one of the “Old Contemptibles” and was thus entitled to the award of a 1914 Star, often referred to as the “Mons Star”.  This medal was awarded only to men who had served in France or Belgium in the period between 5 August and 22 November 1914. He was later posthumously awarded the British War 1914-1918 Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.

As well as the commemorative inscription on the Loos Memorial, George is remembered on the gravestone of his brother, Leonard, in the churchyard at St. Peter’s, Bishopton.  Their father and mother, who died in 1933 and 1939 respectively, are also named on the gravestone. The Army Register of Soldiers’ Effects shows that between March 1916 and August 1919 a total of £29-11-10, including a War Gratuity of £6-00-00, was paid to George’s father.  
